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I 
n our marriage vows, we 
promised to love regardless 
of all  changes and 

adversities, regardless of good times, bad 

times, wealth or poverty. A great marriage 
embodies a love of commitment, endurance, 
and perseverance. 

Not particularly romantic is it? However, 
a relationship solely based on romantic 
feelings has an average life span of about 
two years. You have to have something 

more to make it last a lifetime. 
An enduring love is the ability to stick 

with the relationship through the changing 
seasons of life - "for better or for 
worse, for richer or for poorer, in 
sickness and in health, to love 

and to cherish till death do us 

part." This sense of commitment 
is caught in the Biblical words of 
Ruth to her mother-in-law, 
Naomi: "Don't urge me to leave 
you or to turn back from you. 
Where you go I will go, and 

where you stay I will stay. Your 
people will be my people and 
your God my God. Where you 
die I will die, and there I will be 
buried. May the LORD deal with 
me, be it ever so severely, if anything but 
death separates you and me" (Ruth 1:16-

17). While they are not spoken in the 

context of a marriage relationship, they do 
express the heart of one who is committed 
to go the distance no matter what. 

People quit too soon in many pursuits ï 

jobs, school, faith. Why? Because itôs harder 
than they expected. The same can be said of 
marriage and family life. When the time of 

testing comes, many people give up on their 

marriages. They thought marriage would be 
easy. When it got hard, they bailed out. 

The National Survey of Family and 
Households found that two-thirds of married 
spouses who were unsatisfied with their 
marriages and stayed married reported they 
were satisfied with their marriages five 

years later. Researchers learned that the 
couples who endured and overcame the 
problems in their relationships found the 

strength to persevere because of 
their intense commitment to their 
marriages. It was an enduring 

love that valued the marital 

re lat ionship above sel f ish 
interests. 

An enduring and persevering 
love is similar to the nylon 
webbing in socks, which holds the 
other material in place. Have you 

ever noticed the heels and toes 
where the Orlon or cotton has 
worn away? Thereôs no actual 
hole, just a thin webbing. The 
nylon is still there. 

Enduring love, like the nylon webbing, 
doesn't wear out. Everything around it may 

go, but it's still there, doing its job of 

holding the marriage together. 
 

(Excerpt from Tools for a Great Marriage, a soon -
to -be-published book by Willie Batson ) 

More than 700 people participated in our 30 Days to a  
Healthy Marriage  email program last year. We are now  
in our third year of providing this valuable online resource  
to couples around the world and we have updated them to  

accommodate those couples separated because of military  
duty. You can register for this free program at our website 
(www.familybuilders.net). 

Upcoming Seminars 
 
February 2 

Barrington, NH 

Christian Worship Center 

ñThe One My Heart 

Lovesò 

9:00 amð4:00 pm 

 
February 9 

Portland, ME 

Stroudwater Christian 

Church 

ñMarriage Tune-Upò 

9:00 amð4:30 pm 

 
February 16 

Burlington, VT 

Iron Sharpens Iron 

Menôs Seminar 

 
February 23 

Newburyport, MA 

Hope Community Church 

ñTools for Great 

Communicationò 

3:00 pmð7:00 pm 

(includes dinner) 
 
March 1 

Danvers, MA 

First Baptist Church 

ñBuilding a Marriage that 

Lastsò 

9:00 amð4:00 pm 

 
April 4-6 

Alton Bay, NH 

Alton Bay Christian 

Conference Center 

Marriage Mentor Training 

Retreat 
 
April 18-20 

Jaffrey, NH 

Monadnock Bible 

Conference Center 

Marriage Enrichment 

Retreat 

 
Please visit:  

www.familybuilders.net  
For more information  

An Enduring Love 

Rev. William Batson - President 

It's commonly believed Christian marriages end in divorce as often as non-Christian, but not so 
says University of Connecticut's Bradley Wright, based on reliable General Social Survey data. 
The rate among Christians that attend church once or more weekly is 32% vs. 41% among all 
Christians and 48% among non-Christians. (http://brewright.blogspot.com 12/19/06) 

The Real Christian Divorce Rate 



Visit our website:  www.familybuilders.net 

    Rev. William Batson 
    Founder/President  
    PO Box 274 
    Cape Neddick, ME 03902 -0274 

T 
he little girl clutched 

her motherôs neck as 
she cried, ñI want 

Cammie!ò Her mother was trying to 

comfort her during a terrible 
thunderstorm. Our daughter, Cammie, 
worked in a day care center where this 
toddler had become quite attached to her. 
At this time of crisis in her young life, she 
cried out to the one with whom she spent 
most of her day. She was more attached to 

Cammie than her own mother. 
 I hated to quit my teaching job when 
our first daughter was born. However, I 
decided that I would rather stay home and 

invest my time in teaching my own 
children, rather than someone elseôs. I 

stayed home for ten years. I went back to 
work as a teacherôs aide on a part-time 
basis when Cammie went to first grade. 
 I am so glad I didnôt work during those 
early years. I spent hours reading to our 
girls, baking with them, and taking them 
places to let them experience many things. 

I can still remember one night in 
December when I was sick and couldnôt get 
off the couch. Our girls were building and 
decorating a gingerbread house in the 
dining room. I couldnôt see them, but I just 

closed my eyes and listened to the giggles 
and conversation as they happily created a 

masterpiece. I knew that they were 
probably making a mess and overdosing 

on sugar, but I also knew that this would 

become a precious memory for them, as 
well as for me. 
 My decision to stay home in those 

early years was not easy. It was difficult 
financially, but we made it happen. For 
quite a few years, we had only one car. 
The first house we bought was a two-
bedroom ñfixer-upper.ò We stuck to a 
budget and have no regrets. It took 
creativity to live on one income, but God 

supplied all of our needs. 
 As a child, I remember how comforting 
it was to stay home from school when I 
was sick. My mother was there to take 

care of me. I hear parents talking about 
sending their children to day care when 

they know they have a fever. They hope 
their caregiver doesnôt notice. How sad for 
those little children. 
 I know that in a few cases both 
parents have to work in order to put food 
on the table and to have a roof over their 
heads. Unfortunately, many more choose 

to work so they can have many extras. Do 
your children really need that trip to 
Disney World every year?  
 If you are thinking of living on one 
income, let me encourage you to consider 

it. You will be able to look back and say, 
ñIôm glad that I was there for my children 

when they needed me. The memories I 
made with them are priceless.ò 

  April 4-6, 2008 
Alton Bay, New Hampshire 

 
Everything needed to launch a 
marriage ministry in your 
church is available at the 

Family Builders Marriage 
Mentor Training Seminar. 
Mentor couples learn the 
basics of a marriage ministry, 
d i s cover  a  mar r i age -
mentoring model that can be 
used in small groups and 
couple-to-couple mentoring, 
and are equipped in the 
essential skills for marriage 
mentoring. Taught by an 
experienced team of marriage 

ministry leaders, this seminar 
will help you provide couples 
in your church and community 
with valuable guidance on 
their marital journey. 
 

 For more information: 
207-361-1030 

www.familybuilders.net 

Ministry Comment  

"I want to thank you for your ministry.  My husband and I went to a retreat at Monadnock 
recently where you and Cindy were the speakers.  We enjoyed it immensely.  This was our 

first marriage retreat.  Since then we have enjoyed the 30 days to a Healthy Marriage. We 
also have been reading the Sacred Marriage book together.  The Lord is amazing.  He has 
used you in changing our marriage by drawing us closer to God and each other.  Thank 
you.  May God bless!"   -- Laurie 

I Want Cammie!  

by Cindy Batson 


